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This  bibliography  deals  with  a  cluster  of  three  information 
s  ources ; 

I.   Neighborhood  Theory 

II.   Environmental  Cognition 

III.   Spacio-temporal  Dimensions  in  Older  People 

These  three  sources  provide  the  basis  for  understanding  the 
relationship  between  older  people  and  their  perceptions  of  environ- 
ment. In  particular,  this  bibliography  deals  with  the  macro-environ- 
ment that  has  been  canmonly  referred  to  as  "neighborhood."  In  recent 
studies  it  has  been  established  that  older  people  are  more  dependent 
than  the  general  population  on  local  neighborhood  settings.  As  one 
approaches  retirement  age  a  collection  of  differing  pressures  aid 
this  dependence  on  local  surroundings.  For  example,  role  lossj  a 
general  decrease  in  physical  competences  and  a  low  fixed  retirement 
income  all  contribute  to  a  constriction  of  home  range. 

This  series  of  changes  is  most  acute  for  the  low  income  elderly. 
Often  they  are  caught  in  the  decaying  inner  city  where  the  concurrent 
dynamics  of  constricting  life  space  and  declining  neighborhood  qual- 
ity contribute  to  a  miserable  version  of  the  "golden  years." 

Past  research  in  environmental  gerontology  has  been  primarily 
oriented  toward  social  interaction  and  housing  satisfaction.  The 
value  of  the  neighborhood  and  its  importance  in  maintaining  a  satis- 
factory living  environment  has  for  the  most  part  been  understated. 
Until  recently  it  had  been  theorized  that  the  rapid  development  of 
communications  systems  and  the  decentralization  of  the  city  fabric 
had  freed  people  from  any  dependence  on  a  local  "neighborhood."  In 
part  the  theory  is  correct,  hox^ever  for  minority  groups,  the  aged, 
and  children  the  neighborhood  has  always  seemed  to  have  significant 
meaning. 
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Environmental  cognition  has  begun  to  relate  the  internal 
"cognitive  image"  that  may  be  present  in  the  mind  with  the  actual 
physical  pattern  that  streets  and  tuildings  create.  Neighborhood 
cognition  has  been  concerned  with  the  mental  image  of  "neighborhood.1 
This  concept  "neighborhood"  seems  to  have  different  meanings  for 
different  individuals,  but  for  the  most  part  it  conjures  a  positive 
mental  image  of  the  surrounding  environment.  The  'neighborhood" 
may  vary  in  size  from  one  block  to  the  whole  city,  but  it  generally 
denotes  an  area  that  is  both  familiar  and  accessible,  and  provides 
the  basic  ingredients  for  life  support. 

For  the  elderly  the  concept  "neighborhood"  can  give  us  an  in- 
dication of  which  areas  of  the  city  are  valued  and  what  portions  of 
the  community  are  more  accessible  than  others.  Both  of  these  indi- 
cators can  have  profound  effects  on  neighborhood  planning  and  ser- 
vice delivery. 

The  following  collection  of  articles  and  books  has  been  abs- 
tracted from  the  constellation  of  works  that  address  the  preceding 
three  information  sources  (i.e.  neighborhood  theory,  environmental 
cognition  and  spacio-temporal  dimensions  in  older  people) .  They 
have  been  selected  for  this  bibliography  because  for  me  they  have 
been  partly  or  wholly  useful  in  establishing  a  basis  for  under- 
standing how  neighborhood  cognition  can  be  used  to  help  improve 
environments  for  older  people. 

I  would  like  to  extend  my  appreciation  to  Richard  Eribes, 
Eric  Pawley  and  Robert  Newcomer  of  the  Andrus  Gerontology  Center; 
Tridib  Banerjee  of  the  Graduate  Program  of  Urban  and  Regional 
Planning,  University  of  Southern  California]  David  Stea,  Graduate 
School  of  Architecture  and  Urban  Planning,  University  of  California 
at  Los  Angeles  and  M.  Powell  Lawton  of  the  Philadelphia  Geriatric 
Center  for  their  contributions  whether  written  or  oral  in  compiling 
this  bibliography. 
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